
Immediate Change To No Fly Zones At The South Property 

The property at the south end of the runway is actively used by our neighbours for a number of activities, in particular 

riding their horses. It is a club guideline that we are not to overfly the property to the south (Danica’s Property) except 

when permission is given such as a special event. As an extra safety measure it has been verbally recommended to our 

membership to err on the side of safety and leave a buffer for that area when doing turn around manoeuvres or landing 

approaches. On occasions aircraft have strayed, over the property line (if not very close to it). This has been expressed as 

frustrating and uncomfortable for the horse riders as they are concerned of the potential of being hit by a wayward 

airplane, along with the distraction it creates, not only for the rider but for the horse. Our Neighbour has mentioned this 

concern to us, numerous times, and raised it yet again because of another incident.  

 

The implication, is that infractions continue to occur with the status quo. The Executive met to discuss and review this 

and concluded changes are in order and Action Must Be Taken to address the concern, both immediate and long term, 

before a serious incident occurs.  

 

Immediate Steps, Mandatory Guideline  

 

At the South End Of The Runway, extending up from the tree line, all flying aircraft, either on approaches to land, or 

doing turn around manoeuvres, are to leave a minimum 30 meter buffer zone (transparent red). This line will extend 

outward to the east 100 meters.  This area will be delineated by two poles (one being the wind sock pole on the west 

side of the runway and the other being a red and white stripped pole on the east side of the runway) that when you 

sight down it you are not to be on the right of it, until passing a distance out beyond the 100 meter distance (think 

pattern fliers and their box from flight station #4, shown as yellow line). You would be well served to become familiar 

with this line. To ensure you can judge the new boundary you may want to try practise approaches to the left of the 

buffer zone while having a fellow flier sighting down that pole, letting you know how close or far you really are from that 

line.  There was a discussion of this at the August General Club Meeting. It is critical to follow this mandatory guideline.   



It is up to the individual flier to assess the situation to fly, based on their own personal skill level, the size, speed and 

agility of the plane along with the prevailing wind conditions, before taking off.   

Always check to see if horses are being ridden next door in the field. Be considerate. Try to fly further out and avoid 

doing loud and sudden manoeuvres at the south end of the runway. When possible use the furthest flight box from the 

south end. 

Going forward, infractions will be taken seriously. Reviews will happen of all incidents with possible repercussions for 

the flyer. Based on the severity and or repetitive nature of the incident the pilot may face anything, from a warning to 

temporary suspension of flying privileges even expulsion.     

 

Long Term  

The Executive will be directing the Safety Committee to review the issue, to brainstorm options, and to come back with 

a recommendation for a long term solution. This will be discussed with the membership at a future meeting.       

     

Your VRCMS Executive  


